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commodity groups (V-XI). In cases where the Government 
(e.g. home-produced meat) the subsidised price is the one used 


Wholesale Prices inf February 


The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of commo- 
dities specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials, classified according to stage 
of manufacture, and (b) building materials. All the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their appropriate 


buys a commodity at one price and resells it at a lower one 
for the index; where different prices are charged according to 


the use to which the article is put (e.g. in the case of sugar and flour) a weighted average of these is taken. 
Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 





















































| Gna 1942 1943 
Feb. | Mar.| Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. ! Dec. | Jan. | Feb. 
I. Cereals ... hae .-| 195-5 | 201-5 | 199-9} 203-0 | 194-8 | 183-1 | 175-9 | 177-7 | 187-2 | 187-9 | 188-5 | 188-6 | 187-5 
II. Meat, fish and eggs rae .».| 116-0 | 116-0 | 116-0} 116-0 | 116-0 | 116-0 | 116-0 | 116-0 | 116-7 | 119-2 | 120-6 | 121-8 | 121-8 
II. Other food and tobacco .| 166-4 | 165-3 | 171-5 | 176-7 | 176-9 | 179-1 | 173-9 | 170-4 | 167-8 | 170-9 | 171-8 | 172-1 | 173-1 
Total—Food and tobacco .-.| 156-9 | 157-9 | 159-8} 162-6 | 160-4 | 158-7 | 154-9 | 154-1 | 155-7 | 168-1 | 159-0 | 159-7 | 159:8 
IV. Coal coe ---| 162-8 | 162-8 | 162-8] 162-8 | 162-8 | 179-9 | 179-9 | 179°9 | 179-9 | 179-9 | 179-9 | 185-8 | 185-8 
V. Iron and steel ... .--| 181-7 | 182-2 | 182-7| 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 | 182-7 
VI. Non-ferrous metals .+-| 125-4 | 125-4 | 125-4] 126-4] 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 
VII. Cotton oe .»e| 144-0 | 144-0 |*140-0] 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 140-0 | 141-7 | 136-2 
VII. Wool one ee] 171-9 | 171-9 | 171-9] 171-9 | 171-9 | 373-1 | 173-6 | 174-1 | 174-1 | 174-2 | 174-3 | 174-3 | 1743 
IX. Other textiles... ...| 127-6 | 127-0 | 127-0] 127-2 | 127-2 | 129-6 | 128-2 | 128-9 | 129-3 | 130-2 | 131-6 | 131-4 | 132-3 
X. Chemicals and oils .--| 132-6 | 134-2 | 134-3] 134-5 | 184-6 | 134-4 | 134-4 | 137-2 | 141-5 | 142-0 | 142-1 | 142-7 | 142-7 
XI. Miscellaneous «ee| 172+1 | 170-5 | 171-3 171-8 | 170-6 | 171-1 | 171-9 | 172-7 | 172-8 | 172-9 | 173-0 } 173-2 | 173-2 
Total—Industrial materials 
and manufactures 5 .-| 159-0 | 158-9 |*158-9} 169-0 | 158-9 | 160-3 | 160-4 | 161-1 | 161-7 | 161-9 | 162-0 | 162-6 | 162-2 
Totat—aAll articles .| 168-5 | 158-8 |*159-5| 160-5 | 169-6 | 160-0 | 158-8 | 158°9 | 159-9 | 160-8 | 161-3 | 161-9 | 161-7 
Industrial materials (excluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials “ee soe .+-| 170-6 | 168-3 | 168-6| 169-1 | 167-9 | 167-8 | 167-1 | 167-3 | 169-0 | 169-4 | 169-9 | 170-0 | 169-3 
Intermediate products .--| 167-8 | 167-9 | 168-0| 168-1 | 168-3 | 169-2 | 169-2 | 170-7 | 171-0 | 171-0 | 171-2 | 171-2 | 170-8 
Manufactured articles... -| 151-1 | 161-7 "151-4 161-4 | 161-5 | 161-9 | 152-6 | 163-2 | 163-6 | 163-7 | 153-7 | 154-2 | 153-7 
Building materiale ove «oe! 142°6 | 142-9 142-3! 143-3! 143-6 | 144-7 | 146-1 | 147-3 | 147-5 | 147-6 | 147-7 | 147-91! 147-9 
































Wholesale prices in February, as measured by the Board of 
Trade index number, showed a fall of 0-1 per cent. compared 
with January, food prices rising by this amount while those of 
industrial materials and manufactures fell by 0-3 per cent. ; 
the fall in the index for industrial materials and manufactures is 
the first to exceed 0-1 per cent. since September 1940. The 
aggregate increases since the outbreak of war were: general 
index 65 per cent., food prices 77 per cent. and industrial 
materials and manufactures 59 per cent. 

The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
and manufactures (except fuel) are classified according to the 
stage of completion reached by the products concerned showed 
declines since January of under one-half of 1 per cent for basic 
materials, intermediate products and manufactured articles. 
Increases in comparison with August 1939 were : basic materials 
79 per cent., intermediate products 64 per cent., and manufac- 
factured articles 41 per cént. Prices of building materials were 

\junchanged in February, the increase since the outbreak of war 
\\ being 42 per cent. 
by 






Prick CHanGces 1n Commopity Grovrs 


The following table shows the number of items included in 














each of the groups of commodities distinguished in compiling the 
index number, and the percentage changes in each group com- 
Paring prices in February with those of a month and a year 
earlier, and with those of the last pre-war month. 


* The substitution of utility cloths for those previously included in the index has caused revisions to the cotton group index and conse- 
» quential amendments to the index numbers for industrial materials, all articles, and manufactured articles for each month from April 1942. 















































Index Percentage change | 
No.| No. compared with 
Group of —_—— 
items} Feb. | Jan. | Feb. Aug. 
1943 1943 1942 1939 
I. Cereals .-| 20] 187-5 | —0-6] — 41] + 123-4 
II. Meat, fish and eggs} 20] 121-8 as + 50] + 445 
III. Other food and 
tobacco 28 | 173-1 +06] -+ 40] + 72°83 
Total—Food and tobacco] 68 | 159-8 + Ol] + 18] + 76-9 
IV. Coal wee ah 9] 185-8 i +141] + 58-2 
V. Iron and steel 37 | 182-7 * + O06} + 42-1 
VI. Non-ferrous metals} 8 | 126-0 * + 0-5] + 25-2 
VII. Cotton A 10 | 136-2 | —3-9| — 5-4] + 67-3 
VIII. Wool ae od EL} 1766 * +13) + 69-9 
IX. Other textiles... 9] 1323 | +06)+ 3-6] + 78-4 
X. Chemicals and oils} 15 | 142-7 * +77) + 53-4 
XI. Miscellaneous 33 | 173-2 * + 06] + 80-1 
Total — Industrial a 
materials and manu- 
factures | 132 | 162-2 | —0-3] + 2:0] + 58-7 
Totat—aAll articles | 200 | 161-7 | —0O-1] + 2:0] + 64-7 
Industrial materials (ex- 
cluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials | 33] 1693 | — 0-4 0-8} + 79-2 
Intermediate products} 38 | 170-8 | —0-2|+ 18] + 64-1 
Manufactured articles | 48 | 153-7 | —0-3]+ 17] + 41-4 
Building materials 16 | 147-9 a +37] + 42-1 














* No appreciable change. 
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Food and Tobacco.—The fall of 0-6 per cent. in the index for 
cereals was almost wholly due to a decline of about 10 per cent. 
in the effective price paid by controlled millers for home-grown 
wheat resulting from increases in the rebate on 3lst January 
and 14th February. There were no price changes in the meat, 
fish and eggs group, the only other appreciable changes in food 
prices being an increase of about 5} per cent. as from 15th 
February in the controlled price of apples and an increase of 
16 per cent. for the month as a whole in the average allocation 
price of tea. The latter was due to the increase of 4d. per lb. 
made on 26th January. 

Industrial Materials and Manufactures.—In order that cloth 
prices should not be raised as a result of the recent increases in 
spinners’ and weavers’ wages, the prices of raw cotton were 
reduced by Id. per lb. as from Ist February. The percent- 
age reductions were about 11} per cent. for American and 
8} per cent. for Egyptian cotton. On the average these 
decreases more than offset the increase in spinning margins 
authorised under the Control of the Cotton Industry (No. 40) 
Order, the net result on the prices of the descriptions of cotton 
yarns included in the index being a reduction of about 4 per cent. 
for American yarns and a small increase for Egyptian. Cloth 
prices, which were advanced on the average by 2} per cent. in 
January, fell to about their former level, the February changes 
for the descriptions selected for the index ranging from a decrease 
of about 5} per cent. for heavy drill (for overalls) to an increase 
of about 1 per cent. for lingerie sateen. The increase of 0°6 per 
cent. in the index for “ other textiles’? was due to an increase 
during February of 5 per cent. in the average price of jute, 
though the price in the last week of the month (£38 15s. per ton) 
was lower than that at the beginning (£42). There were no 
other significant price movements among industrial materials 
during February. 

Percentage Changes.—The following table shows in 5 per cent. 
ranges the increases and decreases among the price averages for 
food and industrial materials :— 


FEBRUARY COMPARED WITH JANUARY 














Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent. 
Increases Decreases Increases Decreases 
15-20 1 = os 
10-15 — 1 a= ] 
5-10 — a 1 2 
Under 5 4 7 5 7 
Total 5 8 6 10 
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British Postal Trafhie 


AVERAGE DAILY RECEIPTS 


The average daily receipts of the Post Office in the United 
Kingdom from postal traffic per working day in each month from 
January 1942 to January 1943 are shown below. Telegraph and 
telephone receipts, savings bank and money and postal order 
business are excluded, but the value of postage stamps used for 


receipt stamps and other revenue duties is included. 


























Proportion to 
Average Amount | Average Receipts 
Peri of Money in the corresponding | [crease 
eriod Received Daily | period of 1924-34 | | 
(except 1926) Decrease 
1942-43 
1942 1943 1942 1943 
£ £ Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent 
January 183,344 | 188,957 147-8 152-4 + 3-1 
February 178,632 147-7 
March 182,859 147°1 
April 185,430 147-1 
May 187,131 148-9 | 
June 186,947 150-0 | 
July 189,750 150-0 | 
August ... | 188,659 156-9 
September ... | 189,428 | 148-8 | 
October... | 197,775 | 148-7 | 
November ... | 196,650 | 148-1 | 
December ... | 264,175 156-5 
Year 194,232 | 150-0 
| | 








The decrease between December and January was rather 
more than the seasonal movement in a normal year, so that the 
index number based on the average receipts in the corresponding 
period of 1924-34 (except 1926) fell from 156-5 to 152-4. As 
compared with a year earlier, receipts in January showed an 
increase of 3-1 per cent., as against 5-1 per cent. in December 


and 3-6 per cent. in November. 





Announcements 


Note: Copies of all Orders referred to in the “ Board of 
agents or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, 


Footwear Repair Control 


REGIONAL DIRECTORS AND TECHNICAL OFFICERS 
The President of the Board of Trade has appointed Regional 
Directors and Regional Technical Officers under the Footwear 
Repair Control. 
In determining policy the Directorate of Footwear Repairs 
has the assistance of a Central Advisory Panel, which is repre- 


Trade Journal” can be purchased through any booksellers 


New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


sentative of Departments of the Government, the Trade Asso- 
ciations, Trade Union Council and Co-operative Congress. 
Technical advice is provided through a Technical Sub-Committee 
representing the Ministry of Supply (Leather Control), Board of 
Trade, and the sections of the trade. 

The Regional organisation is responsible for regional adminis- 
tration of the policy of the control. 

The List of Regional Directors and Regional Technical Officers 
is as follows :— 








| 


Region Regional Directors 


Technical Officers 


Regional Address 





1. Northern ... Mr. M. Weber. Mr 


Mr. G. E. Naylor. Mr 


Mr. R. Walters. 


2. North-Eastern 
3. North-Midland 


Mr. 8. A. Sadler Forster. 
Capt. 8. J. Graham. 
Capt.H.M. Weathersbee 


4. Eastern 
5. London 
6. Southern 





7. South-Western Mr. Barry Kay. Mr. 
8. Wales Mr. E. Brunning. Mr. 
9. Midland Mr. A. D. Carmichael. | Mr. 
10. North-Western Mr. J. Bennett Storey. | Mr. 
11. Scotland Mr. R. A. Maclean. Mr. 
12. South-Eastern Capt. S. J. Graham. Mr. 
13. Northern Ireland ... Mr. J. Stewart. Mr. 





Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


. G. L. Ellis. Watson House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle-on- 


Tyne. 
. J. W. Cocking. Sheldon House, Queen Strect, Leeds 1. 
F. Wilkinson. Dudley Lodge, Peverill Drive, The Park, 
Nottingham. 


G. F. 8. House, Park Terrace, Cambridge. 

25, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 

Southern Region, Board of Trade, c/o Horlicks 
Ltd., Slough. 

J. A. Evans. Hyde Lodge Mansions, Westbury Park, Bristol. 

T. H. Binstead. 10, Cathedral Road, Cardiff. 

J.F.C 

A.J. 


M. E. Draper. 
H. Creswell. 


Cox. 

Lister:Pollitt. | Arkwright House, Parsonage Gardens, Man- 
chester 3. 

96, Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. 

National Provincial Bank Buildings, 79, High 
Street, Tunbridge Wells. 

Ministry of Commerce, Imperial House, Donegal 


Square East, Belfast. 


D. Feeney. 
C. T. Ward. 


J. H. Rankin. 











isst 


a 
No. 
use 
of | 
insé 
she 

T 
the 
wit! 
in a 

A 
shor 
of | 
S.W 
eacl 
and 
sho 
mon 

T 
Trac 
the 1 
issue 
unde 


TI 
(No. 
came 
revis 


_ the ( 


of £) 
17s. € 


Wi 
“ Boz 
be nc 


therei 


The 
Tradii 
Order. 
force ¢ 
of trac 
dealin 
manag 
they a 
Custoc 


Wit! 


| Journs 


Purific 


| Botell 
> Gestos: 
» Gally) 
» Manue 
; flag (te 
» Turkis’ 
: . aon E List (A 
Somerset House, 37, Temple Street, Birmingham. 

Neuter 


Ex 


Ship) 
are her 


ther 
the 
ling 


1 an 
nber 


Asso- 
TESS. 
‘ittee 
rd of 


Linis- 


licers 


le-on- 


Park, 


Botello (Senora Gally) ; 





stol. 
Man- 


High 


megal 


13th March 1943 
Utility Wool, Cotton and Rayon Cloth 


Designated makers-up will not receive their final allocations 
of utility wool cloth for the May-August period until about 
25th March. 

Key certificates for cotton and rayon utility cloths will be 
issued about 10th April. 


Control of Lac 


The Control of Lac (No. 2) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 
No. 323) prohibits as from 15 March 1943, the sale, disposal and 
use for any purpose of lac, except under licence from the Ministry 
of Supply. Lac is defined as the resinous secretion of the lac 
insect whether in the form of sticklac, seedlac, buttonlac, 
shellac, recovered lac or any other form. 

The Direction No. 1 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 324, printed with 
the Order, price 1d.) thereto allows the acquisition and use, 
without licence, of quantities not aggregating more than 164 lbs. 
in any calendar month. 

Applications for licences to dispose of, acquire or use lac 
should be made to the Miscellaneous Chemical Control, Ministry 
of Supply, Terminal House, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, London, 
§.W.1. All applications must show the applicant’s stocks of 
each grade held and their situation on the date of the application, 
and applications for licences to acquire and/or use lac must 
show the description of each use and the rate of consumption per 
month for each use. 

The Control of Lac (No. 1) Order, 1942 (see the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 11th July 1942, page 327), which restricted 
the use of lac for gramophone records, is revoked, though licences 
issued thereunder remain valid as though they had been issued 
under the No. 2 Order, 


Control of Paper 


The Ministry of Supply have issued the Control of Paper 
(No. 57) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 325, price 1d.) which 
came into force on 7th March 1943, and establishes certain 
revised maximum prices for paper. The principal provisions of 
the Order are a reduction in the price of esparto (straw) paper 
of £1 2s. 6d. per ton and of cylinder-dried coated papers of 
17s.6d. per ton, while the price of vegetable parchment is increased 
by £6 10s. Od. a ton and of ferro prussiate paper by £3 15s. Od. 
aton. Certain other amendments to the No. 52 Order (see the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 24th October 1942, page 470) are 
provided. There is also set out the manner in which reselling 
prices of paper not included in the Schedules to that Order are 
determined. 


War Damage Act 
BUSINESS SCHEME PREMIUM 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 6th March (page 90), it should 
be noted that the S. R. & O. number is 287 and not 187 as 
therein stated. 


Trading with the Enemy 


ADDITIONS TO “ BLACK LIST” 


The Board of Trade announce that they have made the 
Trading with the Enemy (Specified Persons) (Amendment) (No. 4) 
Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 285, price 3d.) which came into 
force on 9th March containing 561 additions to the “ Black List ” 
of traders in neutral countries with whom it is unlawful to have 
dealings of any kind. Persons owing moneys to, or holding or 
managing the property of, specified persons are reminded that 
they are under statutory obligation to report particulars to the 
Custodians of Enemy Property. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 
With reference to the list published in the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ of 6th March 1943 (page 90), “‘ Negro” (trawler) (Ex 
Purification Costas Maravilla), Spanish flag, 109 tons, Viuda de 
“ Blanco” (trawler) (Ex Manuel 


q — Chicha), Spanish flag, 109 tons, Viuda de Botello (Senora 
» Gally) ; 
licks F 
» flag (tonnage not stated), Manuel Gestoso Costas and “ Sevim,” 

: oe flag, 1,164 tons, Abdi Vehbi Dural, have been added to 
» List (A). 


gham. F 
NgurraL VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISCRIMINATION IS BEING 


“ Antonio Chicha”’ (trawler), Spanish flag, 112 tons, 
Manuel Gestoso Costas; “Jose Chicha” (trawler), Spanish 


This list now reads as follows :— 


EXERCISED BY THE MINIsTRY OF Economic WARFARE 
(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List 


Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerns 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owners 
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who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper to 
make use of such vessels. Shipments by such vessels in addition 
to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 
with the consignment liable to prosecution. 








Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 
Galatasaray ... Turkey 724 | Sadikoglu, Aslan, Kaptan 
Ollanta Peru 144 | Mrs. G. A. de Leemhuis, Callao 
Cala Antio Spain 134 — Mallorquina (D. Ramis 

Mut.) 
Cala Contesa Ditto 207 Ditto 
Cala Falco .. Ditto 75 Ditto 
Cala Galiota... Ditto 100 Ditto 
Cala Liamp ... Ditto 126 Ditto 
Cala Lionga ... Ditto 111 Ditto 
Cala Marsal ... Ditto 199 Ditto 
Cala Mondrago Ditto 203 Ditto 
Cala Morlanda Ditto 293 Ditto 
Cala Murta ... Ditto 152 Ditto 
Cala Pi Ditto 197 Ditto 
Cala Gat - Ditto 283 Ditto 
Cala Tuent ... Ditto 121 Ditto 
Juanot Colom Ditto 111 Ditto 
Manuel — Ditto 123 Ditto 
Piedad ° Ditto 90 Ditto 
Cala Fornells. Ditto 93 Ditto 
Cala Virgili ... Ditto 96 Ditto 
Cala Bona ... Ditto 72 Ditto 
Cala Castell ... Ditto 123 Ditto 
Cala Mitjana Ditto 92 Ditto 
Eduardo Weibel Ditto 229 Ditto 
Jose Trujillo... Ditto 338 Cia Comercial Maritima de Trans- 
portes 8 
San Isidro eel Ditto 235 Ditto 
San Juan II Ditto 552 Ditto 
Adeje... ses oan Ditto 253 Ditto 
Isora ... . he Ditto 316 Ditto 
Sebastian... des Ditto 3.024 Ditto 
Tercio Montejurra ... Ditto 549 Ditto 
Maria Amalia Ditto 744 Ditto 
San Eduardo Ditto 300 Ditto 
Ellen (ex Nera 
Ametza) Ditto 359 Ditto 
Maribel Ditto 398 Ditto 
Salvador Ditto 130 Ditto 
achi... Ditto 3,077 | Cia Naviera Bachi (Hijos de 
Astigarraga) (Controlled by 
Cia Comercial Maritima de 
Transportes S.A.) 
Bartolo " Ditto 3,124 Ditto 
Juan de Astigarraga Ditto 3,561 Ditto 
Kauldi Ditto 3,157 Ditto 
Manuchu ad Ditto 3,119 Ditto 
Tom ... oes eee Ditto 3,056 Ditto 
Almagro * -. |Argentina 282 A. M. Delfino y Cia 
San Martin ... Ditto 220 Ditto 
Comodoro Riv: adavia Ditto 4,482 Argentina Neuva Cia General de 
Navegacion 
Rio Blanco 
(ex Madry wd Ditto 1,827 oO 
Atleta Ditto 105 La Portena Empresa de Remolca- 
dores 
Ciclope je oan Ditto 173 Ditto 
Coloso eae aa Ditto 247 Ditto 
Gigante Ditto 236 Ditto 
Goliat Ditto 237 Ditto 
Hercules Ditto 173 Ditto 
Samson Ditto 237 Ditto 
Titan Ditto 188 Ditto 
Vicente Spain 534 Cia Naviera Levantina Ltda. 
Industrial Ditto 313 | Soc. Anon Cristobal Colon of 
Madrid 
Marina Ditto 172 Ditto 
Suevia Ditto 353 Ditto 
Laguna Brazil 620 Herman Stoltz & Co. Rio de 
Janeiro 
Nina (ex Dina) Portugal 273 Madureira E. Rego Ltda, 
Delfin eae Spain 98 | Julio Gonsalez Martin, Las 
Palmas 
Maria Bonmatti Ditto 54 Ditto 
Anna Brazil 721 Empreza Nacional de Navegacao 
Hoepcke (Carlos Hoepcke S.A.) 
Carl Hoepcke Ditto 1,249 Ditto 
Max ... wa Ditto 247 Ditto 
Presidente Mitre Argentina 372 Cia Argentina Comercial e In- 
dustrial de Pesqueria 
Presidente Roca... Ditto 412 Ditto 
Fermina grape Spain 80 | Manuel Rodriguez 
Carvalho .. ‘ Portugal 27 | Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
Transportador 
(ex Trevo 2°) Ditto 202 | A. Transportadora Ltda 
Alvaiazere Ditto 258 | Jose Rui de Matos Pereira 
Sidi Ifni Spain 732 | 8. A. Hispana-Africana de 
Reconocimentos Atlanticos 
Herlinda Panama 452 | Gulf Shipping Co. 
Maria 3° i aie Portugal 56 Pedro Joao de Sousa 
Maria 5° eee ous Ditto 56 Ditto 
Guadiana 4° Ditto 13 Ditto 
Maria Menuela Ditto 10 Ditto 
Goncalves Zarco 
Segundo ... Ditto 52 | Adao Pecheco Polonia 
Carlos Alberto 
Primeiro ... Ditto 58 Ditto 
Sa’da Bandeira Ditto 56 Ditto 
vina . Ditto 63 Ditto 
Santa Clara de Bomfin Ditto 45 itto 
Blanca de C.. Spain 285 Ramon Carranza 
Punta Alcazar Ditto 150 Ditto 
Punta Azamor Ditto 151 Ditto 
Punta Paloma ine Ditto 157 Ditto 
Ramon de Carranza Ditto 224 Ditto 
Punta Sabinal Ditto 150 Ditto 
Reina Victoria Ditto 162 Ditto 
Paco Nino Ditto 30 Ditto 
San Vicente ... Ditto 40 Ditto 
Turquesa Ditto 197 Jose Leon Carranza 
Paco. Ditto 300 | Almadabra Marroqui 
Negro "(trawler) (ex. 
fication Costas 
Maravilla) hx Ditto 109 Viuda de Botello (Senora Gally) 
Blanco (trawler) (ex 
Manuel Gestoso 
Chicha) ... s00 Ditto 109 Ditto 
Antonio Chicha 
(trawler) . Ditto 112 | Manuel Gestoso Costas. 
fe Chicha (trawler) Ditto ? Ditto 
Sevi see Turkey 1,164 | Abdi Vehbi Dural 




















Raw Materials Guide 


The Ministry of Supply has produced a handbook called the 
“* Raw Materials Guide.” It is hoped that it will be of assistance 
to business men and traders and others interested who may in 
the past have experienced some difficulty in finding out exactly 
what the law is relating to particular raw materials. So many 
Statutory Rules and Orders have been issued that it is extremely 
difficult for anyone to remember them all. This new Guide tells 
what the raw materials are, what they do, gives particulars of 
their control and of the Statutory Rules and Orders that have 
been issued about them. It is proposed to issue monthly Addenda 
of any changes in controls or in procedure, in order to keep the 
Guide completely up to date. Altogether, nearly 1,000 different 
raw materials are dealt with in this Guide. It should prove 
invaluable to all those who have dealings in raw materials, as 
well as to those interested in the development of war-time 
control. The Guide is obtainable, price 1s., through any book- 
seller or newsagent or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, York 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


Merseyside Dock Access Committee 


The Minister of War Transport has appointed a committee 
under the chairmanship of Sir William Chamberlain, M.Inst.T., 
Regional Transport Commissioner, to report to him on measures 
which may he considered desirable to facilitate the working of 
the services in the Merseyside port area after the war. 

The following are the members of the committee and the terms 
of reference :— 

Sir William Chamberlain, Regional Transport Commissioner 

(Chairman). 

Mr. R. Howell Davies, Divisional Road Engineer. 

Mr. M. J. Hellier, Regional Planning Officer. 

Mr. R. J. Hodges, Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. 

Mr. Ashton Davies, Railway Executive Committee. 

Mr. H. Hamer, Liverpool City Engineer and Surveyor. 

Mr. W. A. Harrison, Borough Engineer, Bootle. 

Mr. B. Robinson, Borough Engineer, Birkenhead. 

Mr. L. St. G. Wilkinson, Borough Engineer, Wallasey. 

Mr. W. H. Barton, Liverpool District Trades Council. 

Terms of reference :— 

To consider the transport facilities, accommodation and 
layout of the Merseyside port area on both sides of the river 
and to submit proposals relating to post-war development 
with a view to more expeditious and economic handling of 
goods and services in the docks and to the improvement of 

_ the access thereto. 

The members have been chosen specially for their expert 
knowledge of the problems of access to the Merseyside docks 
by road and rail and it is hoped that the report will be of great 
value, not only to the Minister, but also to the local authorities, 
statutory undertakers and commercial interests which are 
intimately concerned with the welfare of the port. 

The committee has been enjoined to make any special enquiries 
that it may find necessary to ensure that its recommendations 
will have due regard to the post-war planning problems that 
arise over the adjoining areas, as well as those of the port area 
itself. 


Liquid Fuel Economies 


The Fuel Efficiency Committee of the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, under the Chairmanship of Dr. E. 8. Grumell, has already 
covered a wide field in the industrial use of fuel but in order as 
far as possible to reduce the consumption of imported oil, a 
special Sub-Committee of experts has now been set up under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. A. E. Dunstan (who is a Past President of 
the Institute of Petroleum) to consider means whereby this may 
be achieved. A bulletin on the efficient utilisation of liquid fuel 
is now being prepared and will shortly be issued to industrial 
consumers. 


Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuance of the list given in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 6th March 1943 (page 91), the following Orders, 
made by the Ministry of Food, have been published as S. R. & O. 
1943 :— 

No. 290. The Food (Licensing of Establishments) Order, 1943, 
dated 25th February 1943, price 2d. 

No. 291. The Food (Local Distribution) Order, 1943, dated 
25th February 1943, price ld. 

No. 292. The Meat Feeding Stuffs (Control and Maximum 
Prices) Order, 1943, dated 25th February 1943, price 1d. 

No. 298. The Milk (Use of Bottles) Order, 1943, dated 26th 
February 1943, price 1d. 

No. 299. Order, dated 26th February 1943, amending the 
Canned Meat and Canned Soup (Control and Maximum Prices) 
Order, 1941, price 1d. 
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United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 6th March 1943 were wheat, 17s. Od.; barley, 34s. 8d. 
and oats, 16s. 2d. 


Postal Notices 


NEW AIR POSTAL SERVICES 

TO BRITISH FORCES IN AFRICA 

The Postmaster-General announces that THE AIRGRAPH AND 

Arr Lerrer SERVICES have been extended experimentally to the 

British North African Force and to H.M. ships and merchant 

ships in that area. 

The Am Letrer SERVICE (but not the Airgraph Service) has 

also been extended to the West African Force and to H.M. 
Ships and merchant ships in that area. 


The War Office and the Air Ministry announce that the address [ 


for correspondence and parcels for H.M. land and air forces 
serving in North Africa whether with the Allied Forces or the 
First Army is British North African Force (abbreviated B.N.A.F.) 
preceded by the normal full particulars of the individual and his 
unit. 
Members of the public who have been using the temporary 
addresses A.P.O. 4330, A.P.O. 4310 or A.P.O. 4520 may now 
substitute the address “‘ British NortH ArricaNn Force.” 
The new services and rates will be :— 


(i) British Nortu Arrican Forcs, ) Airgraphs (3d.), and 


and H.M. Ships and Merchant }Forces “ Air Letters” [ 


Ships in that area... J (6d.). 

(ii) West Arrican Forcr, and HLM. ’) Forces “ Air Letters” 
Ships and Merchant Ships in that } (6d.) only. 
area. 

THERE IS NO AIR Man Lerrer ‘SERVICE At 1s. 3d. per half 


ounce to the British North African Force or to the West African | 


Force. 

The public should understand that this is at present an 
experimental service and the Postmaster-General trusts that 
owing to the limited aircraft capacity available they will use the 
services with restraint, and limit their posting in individual 
cases to not more than one air letter a week. 

The special Airgraph and Air Letter forms can be obtained on 
application at a Post Office. 

It is also announced that the C.S.N. (Concession) Telegram 
Service is now available to British Troops in Nort ArFrica. 
No other telegraphic service is yet open. 

Members of the public who have hitherto addressed mail to 
MippLtre East Force, which includes the 8th Army, should 
continue to do so. 


MAILS LOST BY ENEMY ACTION 


The Postmaster-General regrets to announce that the under- 
mentioned surface mails have been lost by enemy action :— 


Letters and Printed Papers from :— Approximate dates of post- 
ing :— 

Gold Coast Colony.. . 16th-29th December. 

Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika 14th-23rd November at 


Mombasa and correspond: 
ingly earlier elsewhere. 
21st-25th December at 
Lagos and correspond: 
ingly earlier elsewhere. 


Nigeria 


Letters, Printed Papers and Parcels 


from :— 

Gambia 3rd-16th October. 

India 26th-29th September in 
Bombay and correspond: | 
ingly earlier elsewhere. 

Seychelles 3rd-27th October. 

Parcels from :— 

Aden : \s as .. 28th July-3rd August. 

Egypt ina: ..» 17th-24th July. 

Gold Coast Colony... ..- 16th-29th December. 

Kenya asi 3lst July-7th August and 


18th September-2nd Octo 
ber. 
4th-7th August. 


Tanganyika (Tanga area only) 
: aoe 15th-22nd September. 


Tanganyika... 


Uganda Ist-7th August and 19th- 
25th September. 
Zanzibar 28th July-10th August. 








British Standard Specifications 
WAR EMERGENCY GLAZED TILE FIREPLACES 


At the request of the Ministry of Works the British Standaré 
Institution have just issued a War Emergency British Standart’ 
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for Glazed Tile Fireplaces (B.S. 1108/1943).~ This specification 
lays down the dimensions and shape for the fireplace surround, 
the dimensions and shape of the fire opening. It specifies the 
components of the fireplace surround and lays down that, 
except in the case of the utilisation of existing stocks, only one 
colour or description of tiles may be used. Copies of this specifica- 
tion (War Emergency issue) may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London#S.W.1. Price 
6d. post free. 


SAMPLING AND TESTING OF MINERAL AGGREGATES 


The new B.S. 812 sampling and testing of mineral aggregates 
sands and fillers, has just been issued by the British Standards 
Institution. 

The Foreword to the new edition explains that the oppor- 
tunity has been taken to make some necessary corrections in 
the earlier tests and also to include some additional tests and 
modifications that have subsequently been adopted by various 
Committees of the B.S.I. for road materials. For example, the 
new issue includes the following new tests. 

(2) Method for the Determination of the Specific Gravity of 
Aggregate (from B.S. 882). 

(b) Aggregate Crushing Tests (from B.S. 882). 

(c) Approximate Test for Voids (from B.S. 882). 

(d) Suitability of Aggregates for Concrete (from B.S. 882). 
(e) Description of Physical Characteristics of Aggregates (from 
B.S. 882). 

(f) Chemical Analysis of Blast Furnace Slag Aggregate (from 
B.S. 1047). 

Copies of this Specification may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. Price 
3s. 6d. post free. 


READY MIXED PAINTS 


A revision of the War Emergency Specification for “ Ready- 
mixed Paints, Priming Paint, Undercoating Paint, Finishing 
Coat Paints—Oil Glass ’’ has just been issued by the B.S.I. as 
929/1943. The Foreword to the Specification explains that the 
revision has been carried out to effect necessary modifications 
arising from the changed position in regard to the supply of paint 
materials. The scope of the Specification has been extended 
and now covers a range of priming paints with different white 
pigments as base, e.g., white lead, zinc oxide, lithopone and 
titanium dioxide. 

The opportunity has been taken to modify the reference 
letters used for these paints, the priming paints are designated 
with the letter “ P,” the under coating paints with the letter 
“U,” and finishing paints with the letter “ I.” 

Another alteration is that the restriction on the percentage of 
calcium salts has been deleted. F 

A further important modification is the restricted range of 
colours which are now specified for paints for general purposes. 
This is limited to 18 colours together with black and white. 
Unfortunately owing to the large number of paints required 
for special purposes by Service Departments, e.g., identification 
colours, etc., it has been necessary to include a separate list of 
colours for such paints, but it is emphasised that these colours 
should not be used for paints for general purposes. 

Copies of this Specification B.S. 929/1943 may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. Price 2s. post free. 


TRAFFIC PAINT 


A revision of BS/ARP 38 Traffic Paint has just been issued by 
the British Standards Institution. This revision has been 
necessary owing to the change in the supply position of paint 
materials. The previous specification provided for a Type 1A 
paint which required the use of methylated spirit for its manu- 
facture, but this is now no longer available. The new specifica- 
tion includes four types of paint suitable for road marking as 
follows :— 

Type A. A methanol/resin paint which can be applied to the 
road surface at any period of the year. 

Type B. An oil paint which can be applied at any time of the 
year, but is only suitable for application to surfaces which have 
not a heavy coating of bitumen on them. 

Type C. A water paint with special wearing properties. 

Type D. An ordinary water paint. 

Paints to Types C and D are not suitable for application 
under winter conditions. As, however, the materials used in 
their manufacture are not subject to the same restrictions as the 
materials for Types A and B they should be used wherever 
practicable. 

Two other types of paint, E and F respectively are also pro- 
vided for painting road obstructions such as lamp posts, trees, 
ete. The specification includes details of the tests with which 
each of the types of paint are required to comply. A table is 
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included which includes the manner in which the ditferent paints 
should be used. 

Copies of the Specification are obtainable from the British 
Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
Price 8d. post free. 


(Continued on page 103) 





Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 


Canada 
BUDGET 1943 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa reports by tele- 
graph that the Canadian Budget Resolutions include the following 
changes in the Customs Tariff—Special War Revenue Act and 
the Excise Act :— 





Inter- 
mediate | Genera! 
Tariff Tarifi 


British 
Prefer- 
ential 
Tariff 


Tariff 
Item 


Article 





156 Ethyl alcohol, or the substance commonly 
known as alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl 
or spirits of wine, n.o.p.; gin of all kinds, 
n.o.p.; Whisky and all spirituous or alco- 
holic liquors, n.o.p. ; amyl alcohol or fusel 
oil, or any substance known as potato 
spirits or potato oil ; methyl alcohol, wood 
alcohol, wood naphtha, pyroxylic spirit or 
any substance known as wood spirit or | 
methylated spirits, absinthe, arrack or palm | 
spirit, brandy, including artificial brandy 
and imitations of brandy, n.o.p.; cordials 
and liqueurs of all kinds, n.o.p.; mescal, 
pulque, ,rum shrub, schiedam and other 
schnapps; tafia, angostura and similar 
alcoholic bitters or beverages ; and wines, 
n.o.p, containing more than 40 per cent. of 
proof spirit, per gallon of the strength of 
proof ... ase aoe om ese ees $5.00 
and in addition thereto, under all tariffs, 
$7.00 (formerly $5.00) per gallon of the 
strength of proof 
Provided (1) that when the goods specified 
in item 156 are of greater or less strength 
than the strengthof proof, the measurement 
thereof and the amount of duty payable 
thereon shall be increased or decreased in 
proportion for any greater or less strength 
than the strength of proof. 
Provided, (2) that bottles and flasks and 
packages of gin, rum, whisky and brandy 
of all kinds, and imitations thereof, shall 
be held to contain the following quantities 
(subject to the provisions for addition or 
deduction in respect of the degree of 
strength) viz. :— 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing 
not more than three-fourths of a gallon per 
dozen, as three-fourths of a gallon per 
dozen ; 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing 
more than three-fourths of a gallon but not 
more than one gallon per dozen, as one 
gallon per dozen ; 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing 
more than one gallon but not more than 
one and one-half gallon per dozen, as one 
and one-half gallon per dozen ; 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing 
more than one and one-half gallon but not 
more than two gallons per dozen, as two 
gallons per dozen ; 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing 
more than two gallons but not more than 
two and four-fifths gallons per dozen, as 
two and four-fifths gallons per dozen ; 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing 
more than two and four-fifths gallons but 
not more than three gallons per dozen, as 
three gallons per dozen ; | 
Bottles, flasks and packages, containing | 
more than three gallons but not more than | 
three and one-fifth gallons per dozen, as 
three and one-fifth gallons per dozen. 
Provided, (3) that bottles or phials of liquors | 
for special purposes, such as samples not 
for sale to the trade, may be entered for 
duty according to actual measurement, 
underregulations prescribed bythe Minister 
Angostura bitters, the produce or manu- 
facture of the colonies enumerated in 
section 10 of the Customs Tariff, when 
conveyed without transhipment, by ship, 
direct into a sea, lake or river portof Canada 
per proof gallon 
And in addition thereto $7.00 (formerl 
$5.00) per gallon of the strength of proof. 


$10.00 | $10.00 








156 (b) 


$2.00 _ 

















Note a.—Proviso (1) formerly read :—Provided, as to all goods specified in 
item No. 156 when of less strength than the strength of proof, that no reduction 
or allowance shall be made in the measurement thereof for duty purposes, below 
the strength of 15 per cent under proof. 

Note 6.—Tariff item 156 (a) (rum) has been cancelled and is now amalgamated 
in Item 156. 
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SPECIAL WAR REVENUE ACT 


The Excise tax on the following goods manufactured in, or 
imported into Canada has been increased as shown below :— 











Goods Excise Tax 

Cigarettes. Each five cigarettes or fraction contained in 

package ... soe pes mae ro 20s éee oon 2 cents 
(formerly 1 cent) 

Manufactured tobacco. Each ounce or fraction thereof 2 cents 
(formerly 1 cent) 

Cigarette paper. Per 100 leaves or fraction thereof... 8 cents 
(formerly 6 cents) 

Cigarette paper tubes. Per 100 tubes or fraction thereof ... 4 cents 
(formerly 12 cents) 








EXCISE ACT, 1934 


Excise duties on domestic spirits distilled in Canada are 
increased from $9.00 to $11.00 per proof gallon and on Canadian 
brandy from $7.00 to $9.00. 


MAXIMUM PRICE REGULATIONS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in the 
* Board of Trade Journal” of 16th January and previous 
notices, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has for- 
warded a copy of a Statement on Import Policy made by the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board and effective on 11th February 
which clarifies and amends the previous statement of Ist August 
1942. 

The following are additions or amendments to the list of goods 
eligible for import subsidy only when, prior to importation, an 
arrangement respecting subsidy has been entered into with the 
Commodity Prices Stabilisation Corporation Ltd. :— 

Butter produced from the cocoa bean (Tariff Item 20a). 

Starch, dextrine and other goods classified under Tariff Items 39, 
39a, 39c and 39d. 

Prepared or mixed feeds for livestock or poultry, and the 
following other feeds or feed ingredients; linseed oil cake, 
linseed oil cake meal, cotton seed cake, cotton seed cake meal, 
palm nut cake, palm nut cake meal, alfafa meal, beet pulp, 
bone meal, blood meal, flax meal, fish oils, fish meal, fish liver 
meal, gluten feed or gluten meal, kelp, kelp meal, locust bean 
meal, peanut oil meal, soya bean oilcake, soya bean oil meal. 
sunflower oil meal, tankage and meat scrap or meal, brewers’ 
or distillers’ dried grains, distillers’ dried solubles, and crushed or 
uncrushed oyster shells (Tariff Items 68, 69a, ex 77, ex 265, 
ex 265a, ex 265b, ex 265c, ex 535, ex 662, ex 663c, 663e, 663g, 
ex 711, 847 et al.). 

Field, root, forage, lawn, garden or other seeds classified under 
Tariff Items 71, 7la, 71b, 71¢e, ex 72, 72b, 72c, 72e, 73, 74, 75, 76, 
ex 76a, ex 76b, but not including seeds for the production of 
flowers. 

All medicinal, chemical and pharmaceutical preparations 
classified under Tariff Items 220 and 159a. 

Bags or sacks of hemp, flax, jute or cotton (Tariff Items 547, 
ex 523, ex 532). 

A consolidated list of goods not eligible for subsidy may be 
seen by persons interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 
S.W.1. 


Antigua 
REDUCTION OF DUTY ON MOTOR SPIRIT 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of 8. R. & O. No. 19 
of 1942, which provides for the reduction of duty on motor 
spirit including benzine, gasoline, naphtha and petrol spirits 
generally (Item 66 (g) in the Antigua Customs Tariff) from Is. 1d. 
per gallon to 10d. per gallon. The preferential rate of duty 
remains at 10d. per gallon. 


British India 


RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM THE 
UNITED KINGDOM 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has reported by tele- 
graph that Import Trade Control Notice No. 226 of 15th January 
states that licences for the importation of goods from the United 
Kingdom for the period January to June 1943 will be issued 
under the same quotas as were allotted for the period July to 
December 1942 with some. modification of essentiality quotas. 

The following items have, however, been added to the list 
of goods for which no import licences will ordinarily be issued 
—see notice in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 25th July 1942 
(pages 348-349). 
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Serial | Tariff Article 
No. Item 
Part A 


38 24 (2) 
78 |48(3)(b) 
ands 
48 (3) (c) 


Cigarettes. 

Cotton fabrics nov otherwise specified, containing 

not more than 90 per cent. of cotton -— 

(ii) Printed piece-goods and printed fabrics. 

(iii) Cotton piece-goods and fabrics not otherwise 
specified. 

Textile manufactures, the following articles, other 

than when made wholly or mainly of any fabrics 

specified in import tariff item 48 (3) (b) and (c). 

Bed sheets; bed spreads; bolster cases; 

counterpanes; cloths, table; cloths, tray; 

covers, bed; covers, table; dusters; glass 

cloths ; handkerchiefs; napkins; pillow cases‘ 

pillow slips; scarves; shirts; shawls; socks 

(cotton); towels; umbrella coverings. 

Glass tumblers. 

Domestic hardware and stoves. 

(ii) Others. 

Typewriters and parts thereof, other than type- 

writer ribbons. 


85 49 


106 60 
122 71 


131 | 72(b) 











The above having been received by telegraph, is subject to 
confirmation. 


Honduras 


TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 


H.M. Representative at Tegucigalpa has forwarded translation 
of Decree No. 29, promulgated on 27th January 1943 and 
effective three days after that date, which imposes import 
duties on the following items hitherto imported into Honduras 
free of duty :— 

Raw cotton, with or without seeds, including unbleached 
thread for weaving (Tariff No. 121), 0-10 lempira per gross kilog. 
Carded cotton (Tariff No. 122), 0-15 lempira per gross kilog. 
Cotton thread for weaving (Tariff No. 1437) 0-10 lempira per 
gross kilog. 





Trade and Industry 


Argentina 


EXPORT TRADE IN 1942 


According to a report submitted to the Minister of Finance 
by the National Department of Statistics, Argentine exports 
during the whole of 1942 amounted to 5,303,430 tons, valued at 
1,782,982,579 pesos, as compared with 6,241,313 tons valued at 
1,464,621,550 pesos in 1941. It will be noticed that a smaller 
quantity of exports yielded a higher cash return. The recession 
in the tonnage of exports has been notable since the outbreak 
of the war, but it is a fact worthy of note that there was a most 
encouraging quantitative recovery between November and 
December last. The decline in the actual quantity of exports 
between 1941 and 1942 was 938,000 tons. In the cereals and 
linseed group alone there was a decline of 1,034,838 tons. All 
refrigerated and preserved meat shipments, including mutton 
and lamb, pork, beef pieces, tongues and extracts amounted to 
695,518 tons as compared with the 1941 figure of 637,055 tons. 
The increase in value was however much more pronounced ; 
from 386-6 million pesos to 556-2 million pesos. Shipments of 
hides were fairly well up in quantity but their aggregate value 
was about the same. Ox hides, however, were down in 
quantity but slightly up in value. There was a heavy decline in 
wool, 99,446 tons as against 168,735 tons in 1941; and, value, 
187 million pesos as compared with 239-2 million pesos. Dairy 
products exports show a big decline but exports of quebracho 
remained fairly stationary.—British Chamber of Commerce in the 
Argentine Republic. 


British India 


CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 


Madras, 20th February. The sowing of paddy and dry crops 3 


is proceeding. Crops are unchanged. 

Bihar, 13th February. Crops are fair except in Purnea, where 
rabi has been partly damaged. The threshing of winter paddy 
and crushing of sugarcane are going on. 
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Orissa, 22nd February. The threshing of paddy and pressing 
of sugarcane are going on. Cotton and sugarcane are thriving. 

Punjab, 22nd February. Crops of wheat and oilseeds are 
average to above average. 

Central Provinces, 19th February. Slight damage has been 
done to rabi crops and wheat. Cotton picking is nearly over. 

Bengal, 24th February. Crops are fair. The harvesting of rabi 
crops is over. 

Assam, Ist March. The out-turn of sugarcane is fair and of 
cotton poor. 


Cotton Crop 


Calcutta, 25th February. The fourth and last estimate of the 
area covered by the 1942/43 cotton crop in India is 18,716,000 
acres, a decrease of 20 per cent. on the corresponding revised 
figure for last year. The yield is estimated at 4,429,000 bales 
a decrease of 26 per cent. on the revised figure for 1941. 

These totals are made up as follows :— 








Variety Thou. Acres Thou. bales 
Bengal 1,711 551 
American... 3,138 1,312 
Omras 5,039 974 
Broach 677 179 
Surti 540 109 
Dholleras 1,340 247 
Others 6,271 1,057 











Trade Commissioner for India in London. 


Sweden 


AGRICULTURAL AND TRADE CONDITIONS 


The 1942 potato crop is estimated at 1-8 million tons as 
compared with 2-2 million tons in 1941. The figure for the 
sugar-beet crop appears to be from 10 to 15 per cent. lower than 
in 1941. Whereas the consumption of vegetable foodstuffs can 
apparently be maintained on its present scale and the crops of 
wheat, rye and fodder grasses permit of some increase of 
reserve stocks, the production of animal foodstuffs shows, in 
some respects, a marked decrease. The production of pork, 
bacon and ham during the first nine months of 1942 was reduced 
by nearly half as compared with 1941 and the reduction of other 
slaughtering has likewise been considerable. Nevertheless, the 
production of milk, apart from temporary difficulties, which 
have led to partial rationing in a number of towns—has been 
maintained on a satisfactory level and is estimated during the 
present year of consumption to amount to about 4 million tons, 
or 86 per cent. of the pre-war production. 


ImMPpoRTS AND Exports 


Though the results of the harvest are obviously of predominant 
importance for the country’s supplies of foodstuffs, valuable 
contributions have been made by importation. During the first 
three quarters of last year Sweden imported 3,700 tons of pork 
and bacon, more than 7,000 tons of fish, 55,000 tons of wheat, 
13,000 tons of maize, 83,000 tons of fodder cakes and many 
thousand tons of raw materials for margarine production. 
There was no noteworthy export of foodstuffs during the same 
period. 

Such foodstuffs have been imported for the most part from 
The safe-conduct traffic has hitherto been 
maintained on the agreed scale, that is, with five vessels a month 
in each direction. Up to the middle of November the importa- 
tion in such vessels had a total value of 580 million kronor. At 


present 31 vessels are engaged in this safe-conduct traffic. 


Exportation westwards is on a far smaller scale, consisting 
mainly of the products of the timber industry. 

The trade with the other Scandinavian countries and the 
Continent seems to have proceeded during last autumn on the 
same limited scale as heretofore. An official report on Swedish- 
German trade estimates that Sweden for the whole year of 1942 
may reckon with a total importationsof 3-8 million tons of coal 
and coke as against the stipulated quota of 5-7 million tons. 
As regards rolling mill products, chemical products and textile 
materials, on the other hand, the agreed quotas will in all prob- 


| ability have been delivered. It seems, however, as if the exporta- 
tion of ore has been limited by the shortage of tonnage in the 
| Baltic. 


United States of America 


AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK 


According to the first official crop report for 1943 there would 
appear to be every indication of very heavy production of farm 
products this season. If weather conditions between now and 
harvest time are as favourable as the long-term average, acreage 
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yields of most crops are expected to be nearly 20 per cent. above 
the average for the pre-dronght 1923-32 period, as against 
36 per cent. last year and 21 per cent. in 1941. Record stocks 
of grain on farms are reported, with practically all sections of 
the country well supplied with feed grain and hay. Stocks of 
most perishable food in cold storage and meat packing plants at 
the beginning of the year, however, were considerably lower than 
a year ago because of heavy withdrawals to meet war and civilian 
requirements. 

The American Meat Institute estimates that the production 
of meat this year will substantially exceed the all-time record 
established in 1942 but that a condition of under supply will 
continue to exist in the civilian trade, largely because of diversion 
of meat to the military forces. 

Recent measures to stimulate farm production include a 
further liberalisation of draft deferments for essential farm 
workers and the inauguration of a program whereby the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture will buy and resell dairy cows to prevent 
their being sold for slaughter, a practice that has developed in 
some areas because of Jabour shortage and other difficulties. The 
position of price ceilings on corn, which was announced on 
12th January, is expected to encourage the production of corn- 
fed hogs and poultry.—Guaranty Trust Company of New York. 





Announcements 
(Continued from page 101). 


Exports of Knitted Goods 


In order to clarify the position, the Board of Trade announce 
that it is possible to allow severely limited exports to Canada, 
United States, Latin America and Bermuda of goods knitted 
from the rarer fibres (e.g., native Shetland, Cashmere, Alpaca, 
Angora, Vicuna and Camel hair or their fibres spun with other 
fibres) by manufacturers who have an export allocation. Exporters 
should note that: (a) Before applying for an export licence for 
the above type of goods, they should ensure that the manufac- 
turer has an export allocation, and is willing that the goods 
should be supplied from within his allocation ; (6) the name of 
the manufacturer, the reference number of the Production 
Direction issued to him for the manufacture of the goods, and 
the total weight in lbs. of the goods which it is desired to export 
must be inserted on each form “D” ; and (c) applications on 
form “ D” should be submitted to the Board of Trade, East 
Court, West Walk, Leicester. 


Trading with the Enemy 


FRENCH SOMALILAND— 
REUNION AND DEPENDENCIES OF MADAGASCAR 


The Board of Trade have made two Orders authorising the 
resumption of trade with French Somaliland, Reunion and 
the Dependencies of Madagascar, The Orders are respectively :— 

(1) The Trading with the Enemy (Specified Areas) Revocation 
Order 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943, No. 359, price 1d.) which revokes 
the Order (S. R. & O. 1940 No. 1625) under which French 
Somaliland was specified as an area to which the provisions of 
the Trading with the Enemy Act applied ; 

(2) The Trading with the Enemy (French Somaliland, Reunion 
and the Dependencies of Madagascar) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 
1943 No. 360, price ld.), permitting trade with residents in 
French Somaliland, Reunion and the Dependencies of Mada- 
gascar. A similar Order has already been issued permitting 
trade with the mainland of Madagascar (see the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 14th November 1492, page 499). 


Red Clothing Coupons 


The Board of Trade announce that traders may deposit red 
clothing coupons in the Bank on and after 15th March, 1943, the 
date on which they become valid. 





EpImroRIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” Millbank, London, S.W.1 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, extension 257). 

SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the “ Board of Trade Journal” should be 
addressed’ to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9, Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any particular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
therein have receiv2d official approval. 
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COMPANY 


13th March 1943 
MEETING 


London Midland and Scottish Railway Company 


FUEL ECONOMY 


The Twentieth Annual General Meeting of the London 
Midland and Scottish Railway Company was held at 
Euston Station, London, N.W.1, on Friday, 5th March 1943. 

Sir Thomas Royden, Bart., C.H., Chairman of the 
Company, presided. 

The Chairman in the course of his review stated that 
the drive for economy and efficiency in the use of fuel 
had been vigorously kept up. For this purpose the line 
has been divided into 20 areas, each with a fuel efficiency 
officer, who keep continuous watch on the expenditure of 
coal. 

On the railways the locomotive is by far the largest user 
of fuel, and firemen are instructed in the scientific method 
of controlled firing. Motive power depot consumption 
figures expressed in lbs. per mile are exhibited in the engine 
sheds to enable engine crews and shed staffs to see how much 
they have saved. 

A review of all fuel-burning plants in the workshops has 
been completed, resulting in measures which have effected 
considerable increased efficiency and economy. Installation 
of regenerative systems in furnaces is yielding from 10 to 
15 per cent. saving in consumption. 

Other general schemes effecting economy are the reduction 
in the period of steam heating of trains; “ coasting” of 
electric trains into stations ; reduction in office tempera- 
tures and waiting room fires, etc. 


AIR-RAID PRECAUTIONS 

During the year there has fortunately been little oppor- 
tunity to test our air-raid precaution arrangements. There 
has, nevertheless, been no falling off in the high degree of 
efficiency attained. Full-scale trials and demonstrations 


have been carried out up and down the line for carrying 
out repairs to the railway where liquid blister gas has been 
used and valuable experience has been gained. 

For fire-prevention we are well supplied with anti-fire 


devices and equipment of many kinds, and with night fire- 
prevention squads. 
HOME GUARD 

L.M.S. units of the Home Guard throughout the country 
are being maintained at full strength. By the nature of 
their calling railwaymen understand the need for steadiness 
and discipline, and they have taken readily to their vole as 
soldiers. I should like to pay a tribute to members of the 
staff—and there are many thousands of them—who have 
undertaken voluntarily to devote much of what used to be 
their leisure time to training for both the active and passive 
defence of the country. I have seen them on parade and 
at field exercises and can assure you not only of their 
thoroughness and efficiency but of their continued keenness. 


CATERING 

Some of our hotels have been requisitioned by the 
Government. Those which remain under our control are, 
in common with other similar establishments in the country, 
working to capacity. 

The problem of supplying reasonable refreshments to the 
travelling public is not an easy one. In the first place 
there is the difficulty of getting provisions, and secondly, 
there is the task of dealing in refreshment rooms built for 
only peace-time traffic with war-time crowds, swollen by 
passengers who, before the war, took meals in dining cars, 
most of which we have now been compelled to withdraw 
from service. Travellers doubtless realise how admirable 
is the work done by the attendants in the refreshment 
rooms, who have to deal with this abnormal volume of 
business. Those who use the few dining cars which remain 
in operation will, I am sure, testify to the willingness of 
the staff whose resources are taxed to the utmost and who 
retain their good humour and civility under great trial. 


RESEARCH 
Our research organisation is being kept busy with day-to- 
day problems brought about by war conditions and shortage 
of many of our usual materials, but at the same time some 
of our more fundamental investigations are being con- 
tinued. Methods of detecting and thus preventing flaws 
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and failures have always received very close attention, 
and particularly useful results have crowned our efforts to 
develop a method for detecting incipient flaws in axles 
long before they can be a source of danger. The chief 
mechanical engineer is now installing the necessary appara- 
tus for the routine testing of axles in this way at the various 
carriage works. 

CONCRETE SLEEPERS 

The investigation started before the war at the request 
of the chief engineer to study stresses in the permanent 
way, has been diverted to examining—in collaboration 
with the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
—the performance of various types of concrete sleeper for 
use in place of timber. With a new and composite material 
such as reinforced concrete, more accurate knowledge of 
the stresses to be resisted both by the steel and the concrete 
is essential. 

RATING 

Negotiations have been in progress between the four 
main line railway companies and the Railway Assessment 
Authority concerning the Companies’ valuations for ratin 
in England and Wales for the five years from April 194], 
Perhaps not altogether surprisingly there was some diver- 
gence of view between the Authority and the Companies 
as to the amounts of the new valuations. In view, however, 
of the desirability, under present conditions, of avoiding 
protracted litigation, valuations which have been agreed, 
although higher than those previously in force, have been 
accepted by both sides, it being understood that neither the 
Authority nor the Companies are thereby prejudiced in 
future valuations. 

STAFF 

You will naturally want to hear something about the 
staff. The number employed last year averaged 236,000 
compared with 231,000 in 1938. The average salaries and 
wages bill is £62} millions per annum and that for the 
year 1938 was £41} millions. 

As I have already told you, the number of our people in 
the fighting services is 31,000. The gap so caused has been 
filled largely by the recruitment of women, of whom ther 
are now over 36,000 in our service. 

The occupations in which these women are employed 
include, in addition to clerical work, those of porter, ticket 
collector, crane driver, horse and motor driver, machinist, 
fitter, engine and carriage cleaner, as well as many unskilled 
types of work in the workshops and at stations. Women 
are also employed on maintenance work on the permanent 
way and on concrete block making. 

During the past year there were a number of acts of 
gallantry in face of enemy action by members of the staff 
whilst on duty, and seven of our men were recommended 
for national awards. Two were awarded the George 
Medal and one the British Empire Medal, and four were 
commended. 

One of the Company’s staff was also awarded the George 
Medal for gallantry in saving, at great personal risk to 
himself, a woman employee who had been knocked down 
and had fallen under a moving train. 

STAFF AMENITIES 

In addition to the provision of canteens at factories and 
at docks, the Company is extending canteen facilities all 
over the line. Arrangements for the provision of these att 
proceeding, as fast as gossible, under the limits imposéd 
by the general scarcity of labour and materials. 

RED CROSS AND ST. JOHN FUND 

Since the inauguration of H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucesteré 
Red Cross and St. John Penny-a-Week Fund in the eatly 
part of 1940, members of the Company’s staff have cont 
buted the sum of £85,000. 

An L.M.S. Prisoners of War Comforts Fund was inaugt 
rated in July 1942. Voluntary contributions of a penny# 
week made by all grades of the staff amount to £16,000. 

The Fund has enabled quarterly personal parcels to Dé 
sent to the prisoners. In addition to these a monthly 
supply of cigarettes or tobacco and books are sent. 





[Although the report on this page is published as an advertisement care has been taken to ensure, in so far as is possible, that at. 


fair and accurate.} 
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